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Part One crimes in 2007: 
 

E ach year we report Part One crimes to the Kansas Bureau of Investigations.  Part One crimes 
are those crimes that are the most serious and/or the most commonly occurring in America.  

The gathering of these numbers are required and used by federal, state and local jurisdictions to 
identify crime trends.  
 
Introduction: 
 

S ince the mid-1800’s police departments have been judged by their crime statistics.  When the 
statistics are lower, then the theory is that the police departments are more effective.  In reality, 

there are many factors out of the police department’s control that can alter crime statistics from 
year-to-year.  Common influencing factors include: a shift in economic conditions, weather, gang 
activity, new businesses, etc.  Before determining the police department’s effectiveness, it is  
important to understand what factors were at play and how they affected the statistics.  While a 
downturn in criminal activity is always preferable, it may or may not be a direct reflection on the 
police department.  Likewise, an active police department using all the proper crime reduction 
measures may suffer an increase in reported crime. 
 
Crime Trends: 
 

T here was a decrease in the number of Part One crimes in the majority of categories in 2007.  
This included all crimes against persons (Murder, Rape, and Robbery).   There was only a 

slight increase in auto thefts and arsons in 2007.    Overall, the number of  Part One crimes  
reported to the Merriam Police Department was slightly lower in 2007 as compared with 2006.  
 

*  This category was previously labeled “Aggravated Assaults” and only captured limited Part One 
crime information.  In 2007 we added all assaults and batteries to this category.  The number in 

2007 represents the new data which explains the very large increase.  The trend overall for this 
category is down from 2006 when similar statistical information is used.    

CRIME 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

MURDER 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 

RAPE 6 9 6 5 4 6 8 3 8 13 
ROBBERY 9 11 9 23 30 13 16 10 20 18 

ASSAULTS* 37 31 23 26 32 20 26 20 9 27 

BURGLARY 256 303 236 306 360 331 255 232 237 244 

THEFT 431 376 454 490 403 342 427 420 526 467 

AUTO THEFT 98 72 113 98 92 91 77 97 90 100 

ARSON 5 4 3 2 4 8 7 1 6 1 

Total by 
Year 842 807 845 950 925 811 816 783 898 870 
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