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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS
COMMITTEE MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
September 21, 2009

The Community Development/Public Works Committee of the Merriam City Council
met on Monday, September 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. Councilmembers present included:
Committee Chair Gayle Stephens, Councilmember Chad Rowe, Councilmember John
Crabtree, and Councilmember Christine Evans Hands. Staff present included: Phil
Lammers, City Administrator; Bryan Dyer, Community Development Director; Hye Jin
Lee, Assistant Community Development Director/City Engineer; Randy Carroll, Public
Works Director; Susan Hayden, Parks & Recreation Director; and Judy Deverey,
Recording Secretary.

Councilmember Hands commented that she had heard that being on-line during a meeting
might actually cause an infraction of open meetings and that the councilmembers could
chat with one another. Councilmember Rowe added that this had been brought up to him
and thought this should be presented to the city attorney.

Bryan Dyer, Community Development Director, remarked that Michelle Daise, City
Attorney, during the training commented on best practice and what is considered
violation of open meetings when you email someone and goes all around as a daisy chain
and could end up being in violation. He said there is definitely some opportunity for that
explaining if two persons email each other back and probably does not violate open
meetings records but there is practice of people emailing back and forth when they are in
a meeting.

Councilmember Hands remarked that persons could sign on to Gmail or Yahoo and chat
and that is what she understood is the cruxes of that. Phil Lammers, City Administrator,
said that for concerns of moving forward, suggested taking an optional format that was
used in the Finance/Administration Committee meeting last week. Councilmember
Hands stated the Council was instructed to download it to their hard drives, not to be on-
line in the meeting. Mr. Dyer said that the reason for that was because it is much quicker
for the Council to have it on their hard drive than to pull it off the web. It did not have
anything to do with whether you are on-line or not; it was all about the speed of which it
works. The comment was not intended toward open meetings.

Public Items



