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MERRIAM CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

CITY HALL 
9001 WEST 62ND STREET 

May 24, 2021 
7:00 P.M. 

This was a virtual meeting held via Zoom. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Council President Bob Pape called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Council and 
staff said the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Scott Diebold 
Chris Evans Hands 

Bruce Kaldahl 
Brian Knaff 
David Neal 
Bob Pape 

Jason Silvers 
Whitney Yadrich 

Mayor Ken Sissom was absent. 
 

Staff present via Zoom meeting: Chris Engel, City Administrator; Ryan Denk, City 
Attorney; Jennifer Jones-Lacy, Assistant City Administrator; Jim MacDonald, Public 
Works Director; Jenna Gant, Communication and Public Engagement Manager; 
Stephanie Thompson, Human Resource Manager; Bryan Dyer, Community 
Development Director; Anna Slocum, Parks and Recreation Director; Bryan Dehner, 
Fire Chief and Juli Pinnick, City Clerk. 

 
 

III. PUBLIC ITEMS 
 

In response to COVID-19 and remote City Council meetings, the public comment 
process that normally occurs during the City Council meeting has temporarily 
changed. Members of the public are still encouraged to share comments about 
matters that may or may not appear on the agenda by the following process below: 

Submit public comment to the City Clerk at jpinnick@merriam.org by 6 p.m. on the 
date of the meeting; comments are limited to 500 words; must include “Public 
Comment” in the subject line; commenters must include their name and their 
address. Late submissions, submissions without “Public Comment” in the subject 
line; and comments without name and address will not be read into the public 
record.  In accordance with the Governing Body Rules of Procedure, the City 
reserves the right to refuse Public Comments that are personal, impertinent or 
slanderous. 

mailto:jpinnick@merriam.org
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Billy Croan, 6636 Wedd St. 

My neighborhood was recently burglarized for at least the 5th time since I moved 
here in 2014.  The frequency is increasing.  There's even been an invasion of an 
occupied home.  I am concerned for the safety of my neighbors and my family. 

My neighborhood has, for years, elected me to represent our concerns.  After our 
neighborhood's discussion of our most recent burglary, I reached out to Merriam's 
Crime Analyst whom I met in city-sponsored public engagement events years ago, 
to get his advice and to ask for help identifying measures my neighborhood could 
take to reduce and help the PD solve crime. 

I wrote to our Analyst for his advice and guidance, because he's professionally 
dedicated to understanding crime here in Merriam.  I even asked him to direct me 
to another PD if he wasn't the right person to ask because I figured the answers I 
sought might be the same metro wide. In a response I could hardly believe, our 
own City Administrator actually chastised me for "asking staff to do my bidding" or 
"address my curiosities" in his words.  It's troubling to read our admin label a 
citizen, asking the police for help reducing crime, as merely some "pet project". 

But our admin stated my request was "inappropriate" for asking too many 
questions and he claimed I asked staff to "provide customized information".  The 
facts do not reflect that. I was asking the Analyst's input based on his valued 
experience.  I didn't assign work nor set due dates.  I would have been happy to 
wait for his reply. 

We espouse 'pride in serving the public' and 'creating strong connections'.  I 
remember how genuine and welcoming was Merriam's public engagement before 
the quarantines.  I now fear that's changed since participating in those events 
years ago.  

If questions from the public need to be screened by the city admin, that calls into 
question faith in our staff -- or the need to even have staff.  That's not 
leadership.  That's control.  And I can't imagine it being efficient at scale.  Maybe 
it's just me who's been selected for filtering though.  I'm left wondering for now. 

In the end, none of the questions I took the time to ask about crime reduction were 
answered.  And I was criticized for speaking to police about crime!  Prioritizing that 
chastisement over public safety seems wrong to me. Prioritizing control over 
leadership.  But that's what happened. 

Pet project, my bidding, inappropriate, my curiosities. Remember those 
words.  They weren't my own. 
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I'm taking the time to write today because I hope that bringing this experience into 
Kansas' beautiful daylight will encourage examination and adjustment of the 
priorities and attitudes I observed. It is pertinent council business because you 
supervise and guide the admin through the yearly review process, and I would like 
you to remember this when you are next considering who's values and priorities 
you want to lead the city's staff in their daily activities as city admin. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

All items listed under the heading are considered to be routine by the City Council 
and may be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these 
items unless a Councilmember so requests, in which case that item will be 
removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separate. 
 
1. Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held May 10, 

2021. 
 

COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 1. COUNCILMEMBER NEAL SECONDED AND 
THE MOTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
 

V. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
1. Acknowledge receipt of the City’s 2020 Financial Audit Report. 

 
Tara Laughlin, Allen, Gibbs and Houlik, L.C. presented the 2020 Audit Report. 

The AGH Independent Auditor’s Report indicates the financial statements fairly 
present the financial position of the City in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles.  AGH also provided a separate “Required 
Communications” letter that summarizes the firm’s audit responsibilities and 
observations.  

Staff has compiled the 2020 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) 
that includes the Independent Auditor’s Report on page 7, Management’s 
Discussion and Analysis on page 9 and Statistical Section on page 79.  Printed 
copies are available upon request and the report will be available on the 
website at www.Merriam.org/Government/Departments/Finance. A companion 
report to the CAFR, the Popular Annual Financial Report (PAFR) will be 
available in June.  

 
COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL 
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THE 2020 FINANCIAL AUDIT REPORT. 
COUNCILMEMBER DIEBOLD SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  

http://www.merriam.org/Government/Departments/Finance
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VI. PUBLIC HEARING – Public Hearing regarding the City’s grant application 
submittal for 2022 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding. 
 
Community Development Director Bryan Dyer provided the background for this 
item. 
 
This is the Public Hearing for the city’s application to Johnson County for 2022 
CDBG funds.  The purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive comments on the 
City’s CDBG application. 
 
The City of Merriam’s 2022 CDBG application is for $70,000 for the removal of 10 
KCPL “cobra head” streetlights and the installation of 19 City of Merriam standard 
LED streetlights on W. 53rd Street from Switzer Road to Merriam Drive.  The project 
will complete the installation of city street lights in the northwestern portion of the 
city.  
 
The “cobra head” streetlights are spaced far apart and do not provide a large 
amount of illumination at ground level.  The CDBG funds will be used to replace 
the “cobra head” lights with streetlights that are much more appealing, energy 
efficient, and owned by the city.  The streetlights that are installed by the city are 
aesthetically pleasing, shorter, and provide better lighting at ground level.  This 
increased lighting encourages pedestrian activity and neighbor interaction.  This 
increase in activity discourages crime in neighborhoods. 
This project will complete the installation of city standard streetlight from W. 53rd 
Street to W. 47th Street. The completion of the street light system will provide 
residents with a lighted, pedestrian connection to Brown Park, Switzer Road, and 
Merriam Drive.  The project will serve approximately 459 residents. 
The purpose of this Public Hearing is to receive feedback on the application that 
is included in the Council’s information packet.  After conducting the Public 
Hearing, if appropriate, the Council can authorize the Mayor to sign the application. 
Total project cost $128,666 

Funding -   

 CDBG  $70,000 

 CIP   $40,312 

Public works labor $18,354 

  
Council President Pape opened the Public Hearing at 7:28 pm. Members of the 
public were able to make public comments regarding the 2022 CDBG funding via 
email to the City Clerk at jpinnick@merriam.org prior to 6:00 pm on the date of the 
meeting. Please include “CDBG” in the subject line.   
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 There were no public comments submitted. The Public Hearing closed at 7:29 pm.  
 

COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE 
MAYOR TO SIGN THE 2022 CDBG APPLICATION. COUNCILMEMBER 
YADRICH SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
 

VII. COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

1. Consider approval of the purchase of Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus 
(SCBA) for Fire Department 
 
Fire Chief Bryan Dehner provided the background for this item. 
 
Consideration for replacement of the City of Merriam’s (FD) Self Contained 
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) in concurrence with the established 10-year 
SCBA replacement cycle of the Overland Park Fire Department.  The 
approval of this purchase will accelerate the City of Merriam’s SCBA 
replacement schedule by approximately 8 years and will ensure both 
consistency and safety between organizations.  In addition, based upon the 
recommendation of the Overland Park Fire Department and in relation to the 
pending merger, Johnson County Fire District #2 will move forward with a 
similar purchase so as to ensure consistency across all three organizations. 

The current SCOTT SCBA have reached their scheduled/planned 
replacement cycle of 10 years.  The 10-year replacement cycle allows for 
continued adherence to NFPA safety standards as outlined in NFPA 1981 
(2018 Edition).  The standard identifies the respiratory protection and 
functional requirements for SCBA used by emergency services personnel 
and includes the following updates: 

• Universal RECTUS fitting required by all manufacturers. 
• Enhanced testing procedures for regulator/facepiece interface. 
• Alert tone changes to create a universal pass alarm. 
• Increased data logging capabilities.  
 
SCBA training and fit testing of all fire department personnel is included in the 
purchase price as well as in-service training for 9-12 Field Specialist Level 
Maintenance Technicians. 

The price of the SCBA and associated equipment is $111,752.25. This 
includes discounted pricing for quantities purchased (in conjunction with 
Overland Park Fire Department’s purchase) and taking into consideration a 
trade-in allowance of $12,350.00 for our current Merriam SCBA inventory.  
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COUNCILMEMBER DIEBOLD MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE 
THE PURCHASE OF 15 SCBA AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $111,752.25. COUNCILMEMBER SILVERS 
SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
 

2. Visitors Bureau Annual Report. 
 
Visitors Bureau Director Karen Crane presented the Annual Report. 
 

3. Monthly Finance Report. 
 

City Administrator Chris Engel presented the April Finance Report. 
 

4. Community Development Update. 
 
Community Development Director Bryan Dyer provided the following 
updates: 
 
The Planning Sustainable Places Grant for the Merriam Drive Gateway is 
hosting a bus tour of the grant area for elected officials on June 17. 
Councilmembers should let Mr. Dyer know if they would like to participate in 
the tour.  
 
The other Planning Sustainable Places Grant for Downtown Merriam is 
gearing up and looking for advisory committee members. Councilmembers 
should contact Mr. Dyer if they are interested in serving or have a 
recommendation for a committee member.  
 
The Planning Commission will meet in a couple of weeks to consider approval 
of a Final Development Plan for the Hyundai property. They plan to do some 
façade changes which will include some bronze metal panels as well as a 
new pylon sign. 

 
VIII. STAFF ITEMS 

 
City Administrator Chris Engel commented that next Monday, Memorial Day will 
be the opening day for the outdoor pool at the new Community Center.  
 
Staff and some councilmembers participated in an online outreach meeting with 
Johnson County Library Board to gather input for the new library. There were about 
40 participants and the board did a good job seeking input from stakeholders. 
 
The city received a copy of a letter last week from representative Sharice Davids 
requesting funding for the Upper Turkey Creek flood control project. The letter was 
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addressed to the House Appropriations Committee to request funding for 
preconstruction, engineering and design of the project. 
 

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL, 
COUNCILMEMBER YADRICH MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 8:11 PM. 
COUNCILMEMBER HANDS SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  

 
 
 

Approved: June 14, 2021 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Juliana Pinnick 

City Clerk 
 


	I. CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	Council President Bob Pape called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Council and staff said the Pledge of Allegiance.
	II. ROLL CALL
	III. PUBLIC ITEMS
	IV. CONSENT AGENDA
	V. MAYOR’S REPORT
	1. Acknowledge receipt of the City’s 2020 Financial Audit Report.
	VI. PUBLIC HEARING – Public Hearing regarding the City’s grant application submittal for 2022 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding.
	Community Development Director Bryan Dyer provided the background for this item.
	VII. COUNCIL ITEMS
	Community Development Director Bryan Dyer provided the following updates:
	The Planning Sustainable Places Grant for the Merriam Drive Gateway is hosting a bus tour of the grant area for elected officials on June 17. Councilmembers should let Mr. Dyer know if they would like to participate in the tour.
	The other Planning Sustainable Places Grant for Downtown Merriam is gearing up and looking for advisory committee members. Councilmembers should contact Mr. Dyer if they are interested in serving or have a recommendation for a committee member.
	The Planning Commission will meet in a couple of weeks to consider approval of a Final Development Plan for the Hyundai property. They plan to do some façade changes which will include some bronze metal panels as well as a new pylon sign.
	VIII. STAFF ITEMS
	City Administrator Chris Engel commented that next Monday, Memorial Day will be the opening day for the outdoor pool at the new Community Center.
	Staff and some councilmembers participated in an online outreach meeting with Johnson County Library Board to gather input for the new library. There were about 40 participants and the board did a good job seeking input from stakeholders.
	The city received a copy of a letter last week from representative Sharice Davids requesting funding for the Upper Turkey Creek flood control project. The letter was addressed to the House Appropriations Committee to request funding for preconstructio...
	IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION
	X. ADJOURNMENT

