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MERRIAM CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
CITY HALL 

9001 WEST 62ND STREET 
September 13, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Mayor Ken Sissom called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

Scott Diebold 
Chris Evans Hands 

Bruce Kaldahl 
Brian Knaff 
David Neal 
Bob Pape 

Jason Silvers 
Whitney Yadrich via telephone 

 
Staff present: Chris Engel, City Administrator; Spencer Low, City Attorney; Jennifer 
Jones-Lacy, Assistant City Administrator; Jim MacDonald, Public Works Director; 
Jenna Gant, Communication and Public Engagement Manager; Bryan Dyer, 
Community Development Director; Donna Oliver, Finance Director; Anna Slocum, 
Parks & Recreation Director; Darren McLaughlin, Police Chief and Juli Pinnick, City 
Clerk. 
 

III. PUBLIC ITEMS 
 

Members of the public are encouraged to use this time to make comments about 
matters that do not appear on the agenda.  Comments about items on the regular 
agenda will be taken as each item is considered. Please note: individuals 
making Public Comments will be limited to 5 minutes. In accordance with the 
Governing Body Rules of Procedure, the City reserves the right to refuse Public 
Comments that are personal, impertinent or slanderous. 
 
Nancy Hupp, 13700 W. 90th Pl., commented she wanted to give the council an 
update on the Flags 4 Freedom committee. The committee has been very busy 
with events utilizing their flags. There were 150 flags displayed at the Heart of 
America Patriot Foundation Golf Tournament today. The Foundation 
acknowledged the Flags 4 Freedom Committee and the City of Merriam during 
their ceremonies. The flags will also be displayed at the American Royal event this 
weekend; and they were on display at the former Sprint campus for the Olathe 
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Running Club event. When these groups use the flags, there are signs 
acknowledging the Flags 4 Freedom committee and the City of Merriam. All groups 
are asked to prominently display the signs. 
 
Ms. Hupp thanked the city for the support of the Flags 4 Freedom committee over 
the past ten years. Recently a call for volunteers resulted in three city volunteers 
from the city’s Finance Department assembling 55 new flags. Two 
councilmembers, Pape and Hands also showed up to help. The final display of the 
year will be on the I-35 hillside behind Merriam Town Center to commemorate 
Veterans Day. She acknowledged the support of the city’s Public Works 
Department for their help in storing the flags, having the flags pulled from storage 
and ready for groups to pick up. She thanked the Parks and Recreation 
Department for their support of the Flags 4 Freedom committee. 
 
Nancy Hammond, 5845 Perry Ln., commented that the Patriot Foundation was 
very pleased with the flag display provided by the Flags 4 Freedom Committee 
and it was great to see Merriam’s name displayed.  
 
She expressed concern regarding the area around Merriam Park Elementary. 
Recently a child was hit by a car in that area; thankfully it was not a serious 
incident. She suggested installing a pedestrian light in that area, she has witnessed 
many people running the stop sign by the school and feels the pedestrian light 
might improve safety in that area. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

All items listed under the heading are considered to be routine by the City Council 
and may be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these 
items unless a Councilmember so requests, in which case that item will be 
removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separate. 
 
1. Consider approval of the minutes of the City Council meeting held August 23, 

2021. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER PAPE MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM 1. COUNCILMEMBER SILVERS SECONDED 
AND THE MOTION WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
 

V. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
1. Proclamation – Hispanic Heritage Month 
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Mayor Sissom read the proclamation acknowledging Hispanic Heritage 
Month.  
 
Mayor Sissom commented that the Car Show this past Saturday was a great 
event. There were many staff members and other volunteers working the show. 
The event was well attended with 274 amazing cars on display.  
 

VI. COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

1. Consider approval of a resolution amending Section 7.02 - Holidays of the 
Employee Handbook. 
 
City Clerk Juli Pinnick provided the background for this item. 
 
The City of Merriam Employee Handbook Section 7.02 lists the City observed 
holidays but also states that the Governing Body designates holidays each year 
via resolution, which gives the indication that the holidays could vary.   

The City Holiday schedule rarely varies. However, some years when the 
Christmas holiday falls on a Tuesday or Thursday, often the Monday prior or 
Friday following the holiday is granted as an extra holiday. Rather than having 
to determine each year if these extra days will be granted, the following 
suggested language for the Employee Handbook would outline how that occurs  

When December 25 falls on a Tuesday then, Monday, December 24 is 
observed as an additional holiday. When December 25 falls on a Thursday, 
then Friday, December 26 is observed as an additional holiday.  

Having this set in the Handbook policy will assist staff in scheduling coverage 
for those years when the additional holiday occurs well in advance and will be 
consistent each year.  

Juneteenth became a Federal holiday in June 2021. This holiday 
commemorates the day when the last African American slaves in the United 
States were informed of their freedom in 1865. The City Administrator 
suggested adding Juneteenth as an observed City holiday.  

Adopting this policy change will provide nine regular paid holidays annually, 
with an occasional 10 holidays in some years. Having the holidays set by the 
policy will allow the official City holidays to be listed on the City’s website as 
calendar items as well as clearly outlining holiday hours for buildings that are 
open on holidays on a more permanent basis. There will also no longer be a 
need to come to Council for approval on an annual basis. 
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COUNCILMEMBER HANDS MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE A 
RESOLUTION AMENDING SECTION 7.02 OF THE EMPLOYEE 
HANDBOOK. COUNCILMEMBER PAPE SECONDED AND THE MOTION 
WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
  

2. Consider approval of an ordinance amending section 2-23 of the Merriam 
Code of Ordinances. (first reading) 

 
City Clerk Juli Pinnick provided the background for this item. 
 
Merriam Code of Ordinances Section 2-23 states: 

The city council shall hold regular meetings on the second and fourth Monday 
of each month at 7:00 p.m.; provided, however, that when the day fixed for any 
regular meeting shall fall upon a day designated by law as a legal or national 
holiday, or when otherwise deemed necessary or appropriate by the city 
council, such meeting may be canceled or rescheduled following the passage 
of a resolution so indicating. 

The City has official holidays and City offices are typically closed on official City 
holidays. When a City Council meeting falls on an official City holiday, a 
resolution is passed to cancel the City Council meeting.  There are Federal 
(national) and State holidays (legal) which are designated by law, but may not 
be an official City holiday. An example of a national or legal holiday not 
observed by the City would be Columbus Day (October 11), President’s Day 
(February 15) and Veteran’s Day (November 11). Quite often these holidays 
fall on a City Council meeting day and because City offices are open, the City 
Council meeting is held. In an effort to better reflect our current practice, it is 
suggested that the City Code be changed to require the cancellation of meeting 
on an official City holiday rather than a legal or national holiday.  

 
3. Consider approval of an ordinance amending Chapter 26 of the Merriam 

Code of Ordinances related to stormwater best management practices 
(BMP). (first reading) 

 
Community Development Director Bryan Dyer provided the background for 
this item. 
 

In 2019, the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) issued the 
City its new National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Water 
Pollution and Control Permit and increased the regulation and reporting 

https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/merriam-ks/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=41
https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/merriam-ks/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=43
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standards for local entities.  The first part of this year, the City submitted a 
Stormwater Master Plan (SMP) that meets the new criteria.  NPDES requires 
local government to regulate and improve the quality of stormwater entering 
streams, rivers, lakes, etc. 

The SMP states that the city will adopt stormwater best management practices 
(BMP).  In order to meet this requirement, the City needs to adopt the Kansas 
City Metropolitan Chapter of American Public Works (APWA) and Mid-
American Regional Council’s (MARC) Manual of Best Management Practices 
for Stormwater Quality (BMP Manual) and Standard Specifications and Design 
Criteria, Division V, Section 5100 – Erosion and Sediment Control (APWA 
5100) as adopted by the Kansas City Metropolitan Chapter of APWA.  These 
documents have been adopted by most of the Johnson County communities.  
Merriam is the remaining metro Johnson County community that has not 
adopted BMP standards. 

The adoption of these two documents will change Merriam’s development 
process.  The City already requires construction activities to meet APWA 5100 
standards.  The biggest change to the development process will be meeting 
the BMP Manual standards.  Currently, staff works with new development to 
provide some level of BMPs.  With the adoption of this ordinance, new 
development (that is not exempt) will be required to submit a report quantifying 
how it will meet the BMP Manual’s stormwater quality standards.  Each year, 
owners of BMPs will have to supply the City with a certification by a professional 
engineer that the BMPs are fully functional and in good repair. If approved, the 
ordinance will go into effect on January 1, 2022. 

Merriam is the last city in the metropolitan area to adopt a BMP ordinance. 
Adopting the manual will assist when developers come in with projects; those 
developers will have to show how they will be addressing the stormwater. The 
City Engineer would be the one to review the BMP plan. Mr. Dyer reviewed the 
exceptions to the BMP. Redevelopment and infill projects could be an 
exception to the BMP, but would be decided on a case-by-case basis.  Any 
waiver or exceptions to the BMP would be reviewed and recommended or 
rejected by the city engineer. My Dyer indicated that these regulations do not 
apply to existing developments, however, major changes to an existing 
development would be subject to the regulations.  An example of a major 
change would include the reduction of impervious surfaces such as changing 
a grassy area to a parking lot. This type of change would increase stormwater 
runoff. 
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Turkey Creek is being monitored for water quality and the largest concern of 
the water quality is nitrates in the water. Nitrates come from fertilizer and animal 
feces.  
 
There was a question regarding the Merriam Drainage District and their 
responsibility of the water quality in Turkey Creek. Mr. Dyer indicated that the 
city is the permit holder for the discharge of stormwater. The water quality is 
the responsibility of the permit holder, which is the City. 
 

4. Consider approval of the use of contingency funds for Police Department 
HVAC repairs.  
 
Public Works Director Jim MacDonald provided the background for this item.  
 
On July 20, 2021 there was a major failure to the HVAC for the upstairs portion 
of the Police Department. The HVAC contractor determined that the 
compressor along with the Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) were no longer 
working. While searching for parts, arrangements were made to provide 
portable cooling units to provide partial cooling in two areas upstairs at the 
Police Department. The majority of the Police Department office staff moved 
their operations to City Hall with some being relocated in the lower section of 
the PD.    

Due to nationwide supply chain issues the lead time was estimated to be three-
four weeks to receive a ship date of the new compressor and VFD. On 
September 7th the repairs to the HVAC were finally completed and the portable 
cooling units were returned.  

 The estimated cost to replace the compressor and VFD is around $23,000 and 
the rental of the portable cooling units is estimated to be nearly $7,000  

COUNCILMEMBER PAPE MOVED THAT THE COUNCIL APPROVE THE 
USE OF CONTINGENCY FUNDS FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT HVAC 
REPAIRS. COUNCILMEMBER KALDAHL SECONDED AND THE MOTION 
WAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 
 

5. CIP Update. 
 
Public Works Director Jim MacDonald provided the following CIP Updates:  
The 2021 mill and overlay project is nearly complete with sodding to take place 
in the next two weeks. 
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The sidewalk maintenance and repairs along 60th St., 61st St., 60th Terr. And 
Knox are complete. Hydro seeding will occur next week.  
 
Carmax and E. Frontage Rd. project is substantially complete, all curbs, 
sidewalks, asphalt, pavement markings and landscaping have been 
completed. The upgraded traffic signal pole has been installed and the five 
section head is scheduled to be installed this week. The installation will occur 
in the evening. Sodding will take place in the next couple of weeks.  

 
BHC has completed the existing condition evaluation of the West Vernon Place 
Preliminary Engineering study (PES) PES. Staff is expecting to receive the 
completed study next week.  

 
VII. STAFF ITEMS 

 
City Administrator Chris Engel echoed Mayor Sissom’s comments regarding the 
Car Show held on Saturday. He thanked Anna Slocum and her staff, Public Works 
crew and Volunteer Coordinator Juli Pinnick for all their hard work putting on the 
show. He received many positive comments from many people at the show. 

 
 

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COUNCIL, 
COUNCILMEMBER PAPE MOVED TO ADJOURN AT 7:50 PM. 
COUNCILMEMBER DIEBOLD SECONDED AND THE MOTION WAS 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
 
 
 
APPROVED: September 27, 2021 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Juliana Pinnick 

City Clerk 
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